
Twitter Revolutions 101

As a class you will devise a plan to carry out an Arab Spring-like Twitter revolt in an 
island nation of 11 million people. 

This assignment is worth 5 points.

You face many obstacles, including:

• A totalitarian government
• Well-financed police and security forces
• Spies and infiltrators
• Neighborhood watch committees
• Security checkpoints on roads and highways
• Meticulous inspections at airports
• State control of the media
• A low Internet connection rate

On the other hand, many young people are fed up with the totalitarian government and 
anxious to see change. Exiles of the country have money and resources. The 
international community is generally supportive. Now all you have to do is figure out 
how to use these resources and energy to bring about non-violent change.

Use these three documents to help plan your strategy (see Media Jungle to download 

and read PDFs):

• Committee to Project Journalistsʼ Journalists Security Guide

• Reporters without Bordersʼ Blogger handbook

• Gene Sharpʼs guide: From Dictatorship to Democracy

The class will divide into six teams. Each will pick a team leader and will be focused on 
one task or question.

Here are the teams:

1. Budget: Suppose you have a budget of $15 million. How would you use the money 
to finance the non-violent Twitter revolution? Provide a specific breakdown of 
expected costs and show how you would spend the $15 million over a one-year 
period.

2. Personnel: Who would you recruit to carry out the mission? How would they be 
selected? What qualifications would you demand? How many of your personnel 
would be from the United States? How many from other countries? How many from 
the target nation?

http://themediajungle.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/guide.pdf
http://themediajungle.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/guide.pdf
http://themediajungle.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/blogger-handbook.pdf
http://themediajungle.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/blogger-handbook.pdf
http://themediajungle.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/fdtd.pdf
http://themediajungle.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/fdtd.pdf


3. Travel and logistics: How would you travel to and from the island? How would you 
send money, equipment and supplies? How would you evade capture?

4. Social media and Internet: How would you communicate securely on an island with 
limited Internet access? How would you get your message across to the populace 
and the international community? What Internet and social media tools would you 
use?

5. Strategy: What specific non-violent methods would you use to try to produce 
change?

6. Response: Suppose you represent the totalitarian government. How would you 
respond to the Twitter rebels? What measures would you take?

Each team should present its findings in a 5-minute informal presentations on Monday 
Nov. 19. Each team member should participate in some fashion.

Powerpoint presentations are not required, but please type one or two paragraphs that 
sum up your ideas and turn that in on Monday.

This assignment is worth five points.


